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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicants' election without traverse of the invention of Group II (claims 8-19) in the 
reply filed on October 03, 2008 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 12, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "the NSTBs"" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 12 is also indefinite because it depends on itself It 
appears that claim 12 should depend from claim 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent m the United States. 

5. Claims 8-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Slattery et al 
(Us 6,1 11,896). 

Regarding claim 8, Slattery et al disclose a system for synchronizing clocks across a 
network, comprising: 
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a device (see Fig. 1, I/O device 29) that receives a signal that comprises a plurality of 
packets, at least a portion of the plurality of packets comprising an embedded time stamp (see 
col. 6, lines 31-35, and col. 7, lines 17-36, e.g., the descriptor is used to record the timestamp 
when the transport packet is received at the input port); 

a device (see Fig. 1, remultiplexer 30) detects the at least a portion of the plurality of 
packets containing the embedded time stamp (see Fig. 1, remultiplexer 30, col. 7, lines 37-49, 
e.g., remultiplexer examines each descriptor); and 

a device (see Fig. 2, processor 160) that computes an adjusted time stamp based on the 
embedded timestamp (see col. 7, lines 17-36) and a precision local clock (see Fig. 2, the REF 
clock 113, col. 14, lines 22-46) and incorporates the adjusted timestamp into the at least a 
portion of the plurality of packets containing the embedded timestamp (see col. 11, lines 25-47, 
e.g., the processor schedules the transmission of the chosen part of the first bit stream to 
output the chosen part in a transport stream) prior to transmitting the at least a portion of the 
plurality of packets to the network. 

Regarding claim 9, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 8, 
and further disclose that the at least a portion of the packets are converted into Intemet Protocol 
("IP") packets prior to being transmitted to the network (see col. 42, line 47 to col. 43, line 3). 

Regarding claim 10, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 
8, and further disclose that each of the plurality of packets receive a localized timestamp based 
on the precision local clock regardless of whether they contain the embedded timestamp (see col. 
15, lines 40-49). 

Regarding claim 11, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 
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8, and further disclose that the network comprises a plurality of network set top boxes 
("NSTBs") (see col. 13, lines 8-35). 

Regarding claim 12, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 

11, and further disclose that time synchronization data is sent to the NSTBs in a transport packet 
(see col. 13, lines 8-35, e.g., data extraction destination 60 receive TS, ES , or other data 
from the remultiplexer). 

Regarding claim 13, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 

12, and fiirther disclose that each of the NSTBs is adapted to employ the transport packet to 
synchronize an internal clock to the embedded time stamps based on the time synchronization 
data (see col. 13, lines 8-17, e.g., the data injection sources supply TS, ES, or other data to 
the remultiplexer).. 

Regarding claim 14, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 
8, and fiirther disclose that a normalized clock rate is computed from the embedded time stamp 
and the precision local clock (see col. 14, lines 25-46). 

Regarding claim 15, Slattery et al disclose al mentioned limitation with respect to claim 
8, and fiirther disclose that a time adjustment factor is computed (see col. 14, lines 35-45). 

Regarding claim 16, see similar rejection with respect to claim 8, Slattery et al fiirther 
disclose a method for synchronizing clocks across a network, the method comprising the acts of: 

receiving a signal that comprises a plurality of packets (see col. 6, lines 31-35, e.g., the 
transport streams are received at input port), at least a portion of the plurality of packets 
comprising an embedded time stamp (see col. 6, lines 31-35, and col. 7, lines 17-36, e.g., the 
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descriptor is used to record the timestamp when the transport packet is received at the 
input port); 

detecting packets containing the embedded time stamp (see Fig. 1, remultiplexer 30, 
col. 7, lines 37-49, e.g., remultiplexer examines each descriptor); 

computing an adjusted time stamp based on the embedded timestamp (see col. 7, lines 
17-36) and a precision local clock (see Fig. 2, the REF clock 113); 

incorporating the adjusted timestamp into the at least a portion of the plurality of packets 
containing the embedded timestamp (see col. 11, lines 25-47, e.g., the processor schedules the 
transmission of the chosen part of the first bit stream to output the chosen part in a 
transport stream) ; and 

transmitting the at least a portion of the plurality of packets to the network (see col. 11, 
lines 25-47). 

Regarding claim 17, see similar rejection with respect to claim 9. 
Regarding claim 18, see similar rejection with respect to claim 10. 
Regarding claim 19, see similar rejection with respect to claim 11, 12. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Eidson (Us 6,278,710) discloses the enhancements to time synchronization in distributed 
systems. 
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Coupe et al (US 6,996,101) disclose the re-mapping and interleaving transport packets of 
multiple transport streams for processing by a single transport demultiplexor. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Trang Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)270-5248. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:30AM to 5:00PM EST, first 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chirag G. Shah can be reached on 571-272-3144. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M.N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2419 
/Chirag G Shah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2419 
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